
Home Learning Policy  
 
 
Cressing School has always recognised the value of the partnership between 
school-based learning and home-based learning.  We believe that children 
achieve at a higher level when they are supported by their home environment. The 
Home Learning Policy provides another valuable opportunity for parents and 
children to work together; enjoying shared learning experiences outside the school 
environment.  The purpose of home learning is to encourage children to develop 
personal study skills, to foster independence and to encourage children to assume 
individual responsibility for their own learning. 
 
Home learning in the primary school is very different from homework at secondary 
school.  Home learning entails activities, tasks and games to consolidate, reinforce 
and understand the learning which has already taken place in school.  Therefore, 
we will recognise this difference by referring to the tasks set, as home learning 
opportunities.  
 
 
Aims 
Through the policy we aim to: - 
 - identify the responsibilities of the school, the family and the child; 
 - outline the system of delivery; 
 - ensure consistency of approach at each key stage, and between stages;   
 - ensure the needs of individual children are taken into account; 
 - raise standards of motivation and personal achievement in our children.  
 
 
Minimum recommended time allocation for Home Learning Opportunities. 
 
 

Early Years 10 mins daily Sharing books, talking 
about the day. 
 

Years 1/2 1 hour per week Reading / spelling and 
literacy work / number 
games 
 

Years 3/4 1.5 hours per week English and 
mathematics with 
opportunities for topic 
based study and 
research 
 

Years 5/6 2.5 hours per week English and 
mathematics with 
opportunities for more 
focused topic based 
research. 

 
 
 



As our children are still young, and need to rest and play on their return home from 
school, it is strongly recommended that these times are not exceeded.  If a child 
has not finished the task set, parents are requested to note this in the diary for the 
teacher’s information.   
 
How 
At the start of the Autumn Term each class teacher will inform parents of the 
pattern and timing of home learning in a letter, which will also identify the areas of 
school based learning to be covered during the year. 
 
We will provide the children with: -  
 - a reading record diary, appropriate to their age; 
  - any appropriate books or activities for the home learning tasks. 
 
 The school will aim to: - 
           - provide regular opportunities for home learning; 
           - timetable regular periods to monitor home learning opportunities; 
           - encourage pupils to ensure that parents have seen and signed the 
             reading record. 
           
 The class teacher will be responsible for: - 
 - setting tasks appropriate to the age and needs of the child; 
 - informing parents of the tasks set; 
 - keeping a record of the tasks set; 
 - monitoring the children’s responses to their tasks; 
 - reporting back to the family at parent open evenings. 
 
The child will be encouraged to: - 
 - take the diary and learning tasks home and to share them with the family; 
 - complete the tasks; 
 - return the tasks. 
   
The family can support their child and the school by: - 
 - encouraging their child to complete the tasks set; 
 - supporting their child to complete the tasks where appropriate; 
 - providing a suitable environment that supports home learning. 
. 
 
Special Needs   
The needs of all children will be addressed through the setting of tasks appropriate 
to the age and ability of the children. 
The responsibility of ensuring that the tasks are appropriate to the age and ability 
of the children will be the responsibility of the class teacher. 
There may be opportunities for the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator to 
monitor the home learning activities if it is appropriate to the child’s Individual 
Education Plan. 
 

 

 
 


