
Unit overview     Class 4      DT – designing puppets  
LOs Class activities/teaching Independent activities  Assmt  Resources/ 

vocab 

to recognise the 
movement of a 
puppet 
 
I can generate 

ideas by 

collecting and 

using 

information. 

Look at pictures of rod puppets and shadow puppets. Watch clips of 
puppet shows. 
What do the puppets do? How are they moved? 
How would you operate a puppet?  
Which parts move? How are the different parts attached to allow free 
movement? How are the moving parts guided into place?  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCmFWJjc4RA 
 

Chn design and create cardboard 
cut-outs of Icarus and Daedalus, 
and using tape, skewers and split 
pins, create shadow puppets.  
Chn need to identify where the 
puppets will move e.g. joints 
 
 LA – adult support 

Do the 
puppets 
move? 
Can they be 
used in a 
shadow play? 

Cardboard, 
Sellotape, 
pencils, 
scissors, 
skewers, 

 

to measure and 
mark out 
accurately  
to use tools for 
cutting safely 
and effectively  
 

Show chn a rod puppet. Demo how to make them, step by step. 
1 Scrunch up some newspaper into a ball to make the head. Wrap it in sellotape 
to keep the shape. 
2 Make a little hole in the paper with your finger and push the cane end into it. 
Use plenty of sellotape to secure it to the newspaper head. 
3 Take the coloured tissue paper and cover the newspaper. Secure it neatly with 
some more sellotape at the bottom of the head.  
4 Cut away the rest of the paper and use sellotape to stick down the ends of the 
tissue paper. 

In their pairs chn 
create a step-by-
step guide to 
making a rod 
puppet. Have 
instructions on the 
wall for LA. 

Have chn included 
all the steps? 
 
I can take users’ 

views into account 

and produce step-

by-step plans. 

Coloured, 
tissue paper,  
newspaper, 
toilet roll tube, 
cane stick, 
feathers, 
buttons, 
square piece 
of colourful 
material, 
string, felt 
material, 
rubber bands, 
thin wooden 
sticks,  
Sellotape, 
glue, 
scissors, 
Step-by-step 
sheets,  
 

to consider the 
characteristics of 
the puppet when 
designing it  
to test out their 
design ideas before 
proceeding  
to cut and join with 
accuracy to ensure a 
good-quality finish 
to the product  
to test the 
movement and 
durability and to 
make adjustments 
where necessary  

5 Next, take the square piece of material and fold it in half to make a 
triangle. Fold it again, then cut a small hole in the top of the fold. Put the 
cane through the hole in the material. 
7 Take the toilet roll tube and cut a cross in the middle of it, using scissors. 
You need to do this both sides.  
8 Now push the cane stick through the holes and move the tube up as far as 
it will go. 
9 Next, take the two wooden sticks and using the rubber bands, secure the 
end of the stick to each corner of the material to make arms. 
10 Using some string, make some hair for the head and use some buttons to 
make eyes and a nose. Use feathers to decorate. 
11 Now stick bigger buttons down the front of the chest and use a small 
piece of material and wrap around the neck to make a scarf. 
12 Make the hands using two pieces of felt. Fold the felt in half, draw your 
shape and cut out so you have two hands the same size. 
13 Using glue, stick the pieces together to make the hands around the end 
of the wooden stick. 

In their pairs, chn 
now make their 2 
characters 
 
I can work with a 

variety of materials 

and components 

with some accuracy 

paying attention to 

quality of finish and 

to function. 

Have the chn 
checked the 
durability of the 
puppets? Are they 
the best quality 
they can do? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCmFWJjc4RA


how to evaluate it 
personally and seek 
evaluation from 
others 
 
I can reflect on my 

design as it develops, 

bearing in mind the 

way the product will 

be used. 

Ask the children to evaluate the product against their design criteria and 
seek evaluations from others. 
Watch the puppet shows (linked to English). 
Chn fill out evaluation sheets. 

Chn perform their 
scripts from English 
lessons.  
 
I can identify what 

is working well and 

what could be 

improved. 

Do the puppets 
bring the 
characters to life? 
Are they working 
correctly? 

Evaluation 
sheets, 
puppets, 
theatre, scripts 
(from English), 

 


